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LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 
 

Dear Delegates, 
 
Greetings, and thank you for participating in the 21st session of the University of Michigan 
Model United Nations!  As Secretary-General, it is my pleasure to welcome you to this 
four-day conference of intense debate, hard negotiations and, above all, the excitement 
and fun that is Model UN.    
 
Our staff has been hard at work preparing for your arrival, striving to make this the best 
conference ever held at Michigan.  This yearÕs conference we will be both our largest yet 
and, I expect, our best.  We have worked diligently to prepare topics and crises, to further 
improve our rules and procedures, and to add additional features to our conference that 
will improve the experience for you.  Remember that this conference is meant for you to 
experience and enjoy, so please do not hesitate to bring to our attention any suggestions 
or concerns you may have this weekend.   
 
While your preparations will have grounded you in the topics and issues at hand, it is often 
quick thinking and improvisation which are most critical during session.  Keeping this in 
mind may prove useful as you vie to persuade your fellow committee members.  Each year 
I am deeply impressed by our delegatesÕ abilities, conduct and creativity throughout the 
conference.  I am confident that this year will be no different, and I look forward to seeing 
all of you immerse yourselves in solving the critical problems of the world.  By virtue of 
your attendance at this conference you have shown a concern for and grasp of world 
affairs that is outstanding among your peers, and for that I congratulate you.  Upholding 
the ideals of the United Nations calls for nothing less. 
 
Again, my thanks for attending UMMUN 2008.  Good luck, and have fun! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jackson Woods 
Secretary-General 
UM Model United Nations, 2008 
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
 

Meredith Blank Ð Sophomore, Political Science Major 
Jay Swathirajan Ð Sophomore, Cell and Molecular Biology 

 
Dear Delegate, 
 
 We would like to welcome you to the Future Security Council. You will have the 

opportunity to be a part of one of the most important committees in the United Nations, in 

the future! Our scenario will take place in the year 2018, where Jemaah IslamiyahÕs attack 

on the FIFA World Cup in China has created havoc, and global alliances are being gravely 

tested. Since this meeting of the Security Council occurs in the future, the dais has 

complete control of the events that occur. Therefore, in order to have a successful 

weekend, you must be able to effectively navigate through the many crises we have in 

store.  

 You will be one of only fifteen delegates who will be participating in this committee. 

Therefore, we expect that all of you should participate equally to ensure a lively debate. 

When researching, make sure to find out your countriesÕ tendencies on various issues that 

will be discussed during the conference. Although our scenario takes place in the future, 

the past still offers an extremely important guide. We hope you enjoy learning about these 

topics and look forward to seeing you for the conference. 

          Meredith and Jay 

       Co-Directors-Future Security Council 
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Committee Background 
 

Security Council: Seven Permanent Members with Veto Power: China, France, Russian 

 Federation, the United Kingdom, United States, India, Japan 

Rotating Members: Brazil, Republic of Korea, Islamic Republic of Iran, Denmark, 

Ghana, Greece, Peru, Tanzania 

The function of the United Nations Future Security Council is to:  

    - maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and 

purposes of the United Nations; 

    - investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction; 

    - recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement; 

    - formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments; 

    - determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to 

recommend what action should be taken; 

    - call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving the 

use of force to prevent or stop aggression; 

    - take military action against an aggressor; 

    - exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in "strategic areas"; 
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Mission Statement 

 
The goal of the Future Security Council is to help prevent outbreaks of international 

violence from growing into wider, interstate security conflicts. The UNFSC has opened the 

way to negotiated settlements through its service as a center for debate and cross-state 

diplomacy. Comprised of troops and equipment supplied by member states, UN 

Peacekeeping forces have been able to limit and prevent international security risks. Key 

to the success of the UN peacekeeping efforts is the willingness of the parties in a conflict 

to come to terms peacefully through a viable political process.    

 
Topic overviews 

 
The focus of UNFSC is an adequate response to the terrorist attack by Jemaah 

Islamiyah at the World Cup. Jemaah Islamiyah, who sprung into form in Southeast Asia, 

gained a foot hole in Iran after infighting between Al-Qaeda and Hezbollah nearly 

destroyed the terrorist infrastructure in the Middle East. Many Arab countries and the 

Peoples Republic of China have refused to label Jemaah Islamiyah as a terrorist 

organization as they pointed to the groupÕs many charitable deeds. In our committee, the 

year 2018 will see the rise of Muslims in China demanding their own province and heavy 

strained placed upon previously strong Sino-Arab relations.  Please note that any 

comments listed in this paper relating to ÒcurrentÓ situation relate to the conditions in the 

year 2020. Furthermore, anything listed in the country position in topic 1 is also valid for 

topic 2 because the subject matter is fairly similar and both events are occurring at roughly 

the same time.  
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Topic A: ChinaÕs Pickle at the World Cup 

 Relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the United States of America 

have been extremely dicey ever since the US Embassy hostage crisis of 1979 and 1980. 

Later, in the twenty-first century, the United States accused Iran of aiding terrorists 

organization in Iraq during the US’s conflict in the area. Despite these negative events, the 

United States has had a proclivity to indirectly send weapons to the Iranian Republic. This 

came to bore in the 1986 Iran-Contra affair during the Presidency of Ronald Reagan. The 

Iranians have also had major gripes with the United States, primarily stemming from a 

1996 shooting down of an Iran Air flight over the Straight of Hormuz. In1995, the United 

States placed economic and military sanctions on the nation of Iran. Both nations have 

also been at odds over the issue of Israel. The United States is seen as Israel’s strongest 

supporter while Iran supports greater rights for Palestinians in the country and a 

permanent settlement for Palestinian refugees. China and Iran have had strong economic 

ties from the 1990s as China viewed Iran as a key source of oil to help deal with China’s 

insatiable energy needs.  

 

Background 

 

Jeemah Islamiyah is a Southeast Asian militant Islamic group that has major 

operations and cells historically in Indonesia, Malaysia, the southern Philippines and 

Singapore. Jeemah Islamiyah is infamous for having killed hundreds of civilians in the Bali 

car bombing on October 12, 2002. In the attack, Jeemah Islamiyah suicide bombers killed 

202 people, mostly Australian tourists. More recently, the group has been speculated to 
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releasing toxic gases on tour buses in Northwest China. While previously targeting U.S. 

and western interests in only Southeast Asia, the group has expanded to include the 

greater Asia-Pacific realm. While the terrorist group has peripheral cell groups in West 

China (primarily the Muslim-dominated province of Xinjiang), the core of Jemaah Islamiyah 

leadership, intelligence and resources is in Iran.  

At this point, it is assumed that Iran and China have strong trading ties. China and 

the United States have severed trade ties because of IsraelÕs succession of the West Bank 

and Gaza Strip. China has refused to participate in foreign military sales with the United 

States. World Trade Organization trade talks broke down between China and the United 

States in 2017. China is aligned with Arab and overall Muslim bloc of nations because of 

its reliance on Middle Eastern oil.  

Internal disputes in China are drastically shaping the political arena as well. Muslim 

Chinese in the Western province of Xinjiang fight for a sovereign province and greater 

political independence. This movement started five years ago in 2012, and Western China 

also houses radical Muslim groups. While many Muslims claim to simply want a greater 

voice in PRC affairs, some groups such as Jemaah Islamiyah claim that only complete 

independence from the PRC will put a halt to the violent assaults on non-Muslim, Eastern 

Chinese tourists and government officials. Attacks by Chinese-based Jemaah Islamiyah 

have happened in Singapore and Taiwan, service and technology based economies 
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Current Situation 

Jemaah Islamiyah have used chemical and biological weapons of mass destruction 

(WMD) to create fear and pandemonium throughout the city of Beijing during the FIFA 

World Cup. Jemaah Islamiyah released chemical weapons in Tiananmen Square and at 

the opening of the World Cup.  The Iranian government has contacted their counterparts in 

Beijing offering to help reign in Jemaah Islamiyah.  President Arsham Asani (President of 

Iran in 2020) has expressed certainty that with Iranian help, the Chinese will be able to 

stop the terrorists. In return for their aid, the Iranians are demanding that the Chinese 

cease all trading with the United States, Japan and other Western allies.  

 The United States and Japan have also offered their assistance in the matter by 

stating that they will lend military and counter-terrorism aid to the Chinese on the condition 

that China cut ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran. The United States and Japan have 

threatened severe installing severe embargoes around Eastern and Southeastern China if 

the Chinese choose to ally themselves with Iran.   

.  

Bloc Positions/Situations in Individual Countries 

The Peoples Republic of China:  Prior to todayÕs events, The Peoples Republic of China 

has been a strong ally with the Islamic Republic of Iran. In fact, the Chinese allowed 

Jemaah Islamiyah to flourish in the nation as it was involved in many charitable acts to 

help Muslims in China. Although trade between the United States and other western 

countries remain strong, the two entities refuse to speak to each other due to ChinaÕs 

diplomatic ties with Iran. Although held at utmost secrecy, Western observers believe that 

Chinese military prowess is the largest it has ever been. Chinese President Xuan Ouyang 
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is Western educated intellectual who wishes to continue Chinese capitalistic economy but 

has no interest in relieving the grip of the government in social matters. ChinaÕs main 

economic competitors in Asia are Japan, India and the Republic of Korea.  

 

The United States of America:  After stunning defeats in elections, the Republican Party 

regained power in 2008 after eight years of Democratic control. Jemaah Islamiyah has 

wreaked havoc in America, as they were claimed responsibility for terrorist attacks at the 

Golden Gate Bridge and the Capitol Building.  Former President Jonathon MitchellÕs 

insistence on using diplomacy to resolve the terrorist threat was rejected by the American 

people. Most experts believe that the military is woefully under-funded to engage in any 

sort of military combat. New President Ryan Clement has vowed to strengthen the military 

and to use force against countries he deems to be Òhavens to terrorismÓ. The nuclear and 

terrorist attacks have weakened the United States economy; however America remains an 

active trading partner with many other nations.   

 

The United Kingdom:   Although the United KingdomÕs Labour Party is still in charge, its 

new Prime Minister Richard Williams, is seen as being similar to ex-PM Tony Blair. The 

United States and United Kingdom remain strong allies. The UK economy has experienced 

robust growth by gaining control of world banking.   

 

The Republic of India:  India has slowly gained economic power in the Asia Pacific region 

but still remains behind China. India views China as its chief economic competitor and 

therefore is more likely to ally itself with western powers. India and Iran have had a 
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simmering rivalry stimulated by IndiaÕs inability to enter IranÕs oil market. Furthermore, as a 

nation also affected by terrorism, India would support any regulation that aims to suppress 

terrorists.  

 

Brazil:  Brazil has developed as the sole economic power in an increasingly turbulent 

South America. Brazil remains the sole democratic nation in a continent filled with Socialist 

and Communist dictators. Therefore, Brazil relies heavily upon the United States for 

economic and military trade. Brazil is seen as a strong ally of the United States and 

Western allies.  

 

The Russian Federation:  Russia has looked to China as a model to build its own nation 

by opening economic restrictions while curtailing civil liberties. The Russian Federation has 

become friendly towards Iran as a part of a deal to share insight about nuclear technology. 

Many Western intelligence agencies believe that the Russian Federation is passing 

information regarding nuclear weapon technology to the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

 

France:  France, long seen as a Western ally has drastically shifted in policy to favor 

countries such as Iran and China. The people of France have completely shunned a free 

market economy in favor of a government controlled monopoly.  France has also been 

discussing peaceful uses of nuclear energy with Iran; although it is not believed that any of 

these talks deal with military uses, however. Economically, the French have suffered from 

their closed economy and are one of the weakest economies in the Euro zone.  

 



 

UMMUN 2008  

8 

Japan:  While instability in Southeast Asia increased, the U.S. continued to endorse Japan. 

Not surprisingly in 2010, the National Diet revoked Article 9 of its Constitution, allowing it 

more freedom in conducting its external military affairs.  Since 2010, the United States has 

opened restrictions on foreign military sales with the Japanese military branches. In 2011, 

U.S.-based military contractor, Boeing Company, reached a landmark deal with Japan to 

sell six billion USD worth of war-fighters and support systems. Japanese Prime Minister 

Aiko Suzuki maintains strict adherence to the policy lines of the Liberal Democratic Party. 

These policies include endorsement of internationalizing JapanÕs economy, promoting 

Japanese business in Southeast Asia, and contending with China as leader of Asia-Pacific 

affairs. 

 

Republic of Korea:  Also known as South Korea, the R.O.C remains one of Southeast 

AsiaÕs fastest growing economies. South Korea is part of a regional supply chain with 

China, Japan, and Vietnam. It remains the leader in telecommunication products and 

service offerings for Asia. Multinational companies such as Hyundai, Samsung and LG 

have been accused of playing a major role in current R.O.C policies. Whether interest 

group politics have played a role or not, current Republic of Korea foreign policies have 

been anything but predictable. Despite the Republic of KoreaÕs historical antagonism 

against China, recently the R.O.C has displayed more diplomatic relations with its 

mainland neighbor. Current President Jun Ji-hyun has even endorsed the build-up of 

nuclear energy reactors in China.  Previously, the Republic of Korea has also sided with 

China on decreasing embargoes in Iran, as both China and the Republic of Korea benefit 

from the regional increase in oil and natural gas imports. However, the Republic of Korea 
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maintains economic ties with the United States and Japan. The recent coalition between 

China and Iran has certainly created tension for the Republic of Korea. At this time it is not 

known whether the Republic of Korea ultimately will endorse a China-Iran energy pact or 

uphold relations with Japan and the United States. 

 

Islamic Republic of Iran -  One of the few Shia majority countries in a bloc of Sunni Arab 

nations, Iran has always produced regional instability. After the assassination of President 

Ahmadinejad, Conservative Arsham Asani took over as the new leader of Iran. Since his 

accession to power in 2009, he has fought for larger trade deals with China and even 

recently brokered an energy deal with the Republic of Korea. President Arsham Asani 

continues to support policies of former President Ahmadinejad. Through legal and illegal 

arms proliferation, President Asani has committed himself to eliminating non-aligned 

countries in his region. He has refused to recognize the national sovereignty of Israel on 

many occasions. Yet, AsaniÕs biggest threat to Western powers is not through his arms 

proliferation or nuclear facilities but through his initiatives to strengthen and consolidate 

state institutions and governmental organs. 

 

Denmark:  DenmarkÕs recent troubles with terrorism has made it a strong proponent of 

anti-terrorism legislation and pro-Western. Denmark has opened up its economy to where 

many have called it Òthe most capitalist in the WorldÓ.  Denmark is nearly independent of 

foreign oil and therefore does not have any sort of alliances with Iran.  
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Ghana:  After being the first African nation to gain its independence, the nation once seen 

as a guiding light for the rest of the continent has fell to socialistic dictatorial control. Ghana 

has a strong trade relationship with China, and therefore opposes the decision of Western 

countries to disallow ChinaÕs membership into the WTO. However, the Christian dictator 

has persecuted the large Muslim population and is viewed as a pariah in the Arab world.  

 

Greece:  The Hellenic Republic of Greece is largely seen as supporting Western interests 

having gained tremendous economic benefits from its membership in the European Union.  

The Turkish/Greek border has been an area of contention from 2011 till now. The two 

countries have not engaged in open combat but have been close many times.  

 

Peru:  Peru, along with many other South American countries, has been taken over by 

Socialist dictators. China is heavily invested in PeruÕs mineral market and is its biggest 

trading partner.  

 

Tanzania:  Along with Ghana, Tanzania has been swept under the Socialist dictatorial 

wave in Africa. Chinese aid to the country has increased 20 fold in the past 10 years and 

although its effects have not been seen on the ground, the elites in the country are content 

with their situation.  

 

 

Focus Questions 

Should China choose to act with Western powers or with Iran? 
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What ways could dialogue take place between the United States and Iran? 

 

What mechanisms can the Security Council use to make China cooperate? (i.e. economic 

sanctions, travel bans, etc.)   

 

Taking into account that Jemaah Islamiyah is a group that employs international terrorism, 

should the Security Council takes active measures to punish China, Iran, both or neither 

for housing international terrorists?  

 

Research Links 

History of US-Iran relations: 
http://www.parstimes.com/history/us_iran.html 
 
Embassy for the PRC in Iran: 
http://ir.chineseembassy.org/eng/sgxx/default.htm 
 
International Institute for Counter-Terrorism  
http://www.ict.org.il/ 
 
The Jamestown Foundation  
http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=23505 
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Topic B: Israeli-Arabs Arms Race 

Background 

Since the formation of the Israeli state, an Arab-Israeli conflict has dominated the 

geopolitics of the Middle East. Post World War II, Israel formed out of the Palestinian 

region controlled by Britain under the British Mandate. Many neighboring countries, 

including Transjordan and Syria, sought the land of former Palestine. Since the formation 

of Israel and solidification of its institutions, regional Arab countries have viewed Israel as 

the major security threat.  Former leaders of Iran have even publicly denounced Israel and 

denied its national sovereignty status.  

 

Current Situation 

 

 The Arab-Israeli conflict has escalated in recent years. The Israeli government has 

increased its defense budget by 200% and attained major arms deals from military 

contractors in the United States, Great Britain, and Japan. These imports consist mainly of 

advanced weaponry: small diameter bombs, smart bombs, bazookas, beam rifles, and 

high-powered lasers. The Knesset has claimed that it has secured these arms contracts 

because of arms build-up in Iran. Tehran has publicly denounced charges of any form of 

advanced weapon stockpiling within Iran. However, it has acknowledged that it will 

continue to increase the security of its borders, so long as Israel remains a Òhegemonic 

threat to the Middle East peace.Ó  
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 On March 15, 2017, Syrian militia groups invaded the West Bank, bombing the 

newly formed Israeli settlements and neighborhoods. The Israel Defense Force (IDF) 

responded immediately by bombing the Golan Heights and air bases outside Damascus.   

  

Bloc Positions 

The Peoples Republic of C hina:  China has worked strongly to build ties with the Muslim 

world and therefore would oppose any offensive by Israel. President Xuan has threatened 

military action against the Republic of Israel if any of its interests are attacked. President 

Xuan also vehemently denies that his nation is behind the secret arms build-up in Iran. 

Along with Iran, China has created strategic alliances with Syria, Lebanon and Saudi 

Arabia.  

 

The United States of America:   President Mitchell re-started Camp David negotiations 

between the Israelis and the Palestinians in 2010. Unfortunately these talks broke down 

when, in its last major terrorist attack, Hezbollah attacked the famous Western wall in 

Jerusalem.  The new Republican controlled government is strongly Zionist and as 

reaffirmed its ties with Israel. President Clement has recently stated that he would support 

any sort of military action the Israelis chose to engage in.  

 

The United Kingdom:  The United Kingdom does support the existence of an Israeli state, 

but, wishing to maintain relations with other Arab countries, chooses not to defend the right 

as vehemently as the United States. President Williams has not given Israel the same 
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green light for military action that President Clement has.  The United Kingdom insists that 

the Israel situation can be solved using peaceful methods.  

 

The Republic of India:  India has had a strategic partnership with Israel since India 

recognized it as a state in 1992. India has stated that it would support a military solution as 

a last resort, however would not support unilateral and or unprovoked military action. The 

simmering rivalry between  

 

Brazil:  Brazil has maintained relatively positive relations with the nation of Israel. Brazil 

has gained a great deal from its R&D agreement made with Israel in March of 2007. Brazil 

does not believe that Israel should act unilaterally and believes in a United Nations solution 

to the crisis in the region.   

 

The Russian Federation:  The Russian Federation has struck close ties with the Islamic 

Republic of Iran and has become increasingly hostile to the nation of Israel. Furthermore, 

the rise of anti-Semitism in Russia has made it easy for the government to be hostile 

towards Israel. The Russian Federation has threatened to use its veto power against any 

Israeli resolution threatening military escalation.  

 

France:  The rise of anti-Semitism in Europe has affected the nation of France and the 

French government. France vehemently opposes the recent Israeli arms build-up and calls 

it a Òsevere threatÓ to the entire world. President Philippe Saint-Marc is one of the few Pro-

PLO leaders in the West.  
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Japan:  Israel has been one of JapanÕs greatest sources of military components for the 

past ten years (2010-2020). The two countries have exchanged intellectual property since 

the 2009 Japanese-Israeli summit in Tel Aviv. In order for Japan to build up their weak 

arsenal, they needed to rely upon different sources. Japan has gone to Israel to learn the 

latest military and counter-terrorism tactics.  

 

Republic of Ko rea:  Korea remains the wild-card in this discussion as well. The Republic 

of Korea remains a supporter of Israel, however has expressed concerns over the 

methods Israel has used to combat terrorism. After the end of tensions with the 

Democratic PeopleÕs Republic of Korea in 2012, the Republic of KoreaÕs need for IsraelÕs 

military supply has diminished greatly.  

 

Islamic Republic of Iran: Iran, along with other nations in the region, have poor 

diplomatic relations with the nations of Israel. Relations between the two nations are at an 

all-time low as both Tehran and Tel Aviv have built expansive industrial military complexes 

due to fear of each other. Iran has warned any trading partners that they will be shunned if 

they support Israel in any manner whatsoever.  

 

Denmark/Greece:  Both nations have recognized the nation of Israel for many years. 

Through the 1970s and 1980s both nations had weak relations with Israel. However, as 

relations with the United States have improved, so have relations with Israel. Greece has 

looked to Israel for help in combating the recent increase in Turkish terrorism.  
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Ghana/Tanzania:  Both nations are outwardly supportive of the Palestinian cause. These 

words have not been met with actions, however, as they have abstained from any votes 

related to Israel at all of the International fora.   

 

Peru:  The Peruvian dictator is very pro-PLO as they view Israel as committing 

Òpersecution and intolerable crimesÓ against the Palestinians. Peru has sent economic and 

financial aid to the people of Palestine.   

 

 

Focus Questions 

Does Israel have the right to retain the Gaza Strip and the West Bank? Should these lands 

be international territory, annexed to other neighboring states or remain in the hands of 

Israeli?  

 

Does IsraelÕs military occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip violate any laws or 

previous UN resolutions?  

 

What political institutions have legitimate sovereignty over the West Bank and Gaza Strip?  

 

Should the Palestinians, PLO and/or Hamas be seen as legitimate political actors in this 

crisis? If so, at what level should their interests be represented in international peace-

keeping dialogue?  
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Research Links 

History of Israel: 

http://www.science.co.il/Israel-history.asp 

Arab-Israeli relations (from United States Institute of Peace): 

http://www.usip.org/arab_israeli/index.html 

Israeli Embassy on Foreign Affairs  

http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/mfa/ 

Palestinian Negotiations Department 

http://www.nad-plo.org/ 

Israeli Knesset  

http://www.knesset.gov.il/main/eng/home.asp 

 

 

Committee Rules 

The rules for normal Security Council apply to this committee as well. However, the crisis 

that applies to other committees will not apply to this committee. The dais staff has the 

right to invent its own crises and you will be expected to adapt to them as they are 

presented.  

 

  


