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 “Justice will only prevail when leagues extraordinary gentlemen form and then evil will be lost to the 
world.” 

-- King Arthur -- 
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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 
 

Dear Delegates, 
 
Greetings, and thank you for participating in the 21st session of the University of Michigan 
Model United Nations!  As Secretary-General, it is my pleasure to welcome you to this 
four-day conference of intense debate, hard negotiations and, above all, the excitement 
and fun that is Model UN.    
 
Our staff has been hard at work preparing for your arrival, striving to make this the best 
conference ever held at Michigan.  This yearÕs conference we will be both our largest yet 
and, I expect, our best.  We have worked diligently to prepare topics and crises, to further 
improve our rules and procedures, and to add additional features to our conference that 
will improve the experience for you.  Remember that this conference is meant for you to 
experience and enjoy, so please do not hesitate to bring to our attention any suggestions 
or concerns you may have this weekend.   
 
While your preparations will have grounded you in the topics and issues at hand, it is often 
quick thinking and improvisation which are most critical during session.  Keeping this in 
mind may prove useful as you vie to persuade your fellow committee members.  Each year 
I am deeply impressed by our delegatesÕ abilities, conduct and creativity throughout the 
conference.  I am confident that this year will be no different, and I look forward to seeing 
all of you immerse yourselves in solving the critical problems of the world.  By virtue of 
your attendance at this conference you have shown a concern for and grasp of world 
affairs that is outstanding among your peers, and for that I congratulate you.  Upholding 
the ideals of the United Nations calls for nothing less. 
 
Again, my thanks for attending UMMUN 2008.  Good luck, and have fun! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jackson Woods 
Secretary-General 
UM Model United Nations, 2008 
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS 

 

Dear Delegate, 

 Please let me welcome you to our beautiful campus. Go Blue! We look forward to a 

constructive weekend, of excitement, enthrallment, and maybe a brush with glory. All 

(some) of you have toiled hard to write background guides, researched your countries, and 

sharpened your rhetoric. Your hard work will be rewarded with excellent debate and a 

rumpus barrage of arguments. It will be frustrating to make your voice heard in a large 

committee such as our own, but persevere. Those who stay will be champions. My partner 

Scott and I will guide you on this journey, so bear with us while we maintain decorum 

within the caucus.  

         Sincerely, 
             Sundaresh E. Mahendra 
         SPECPOL Co-Director 
          
 
             
         Scotty Kaplan 
         SPECPOL Co-Director 
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Committee Background 
 
UMMUN has seen no committee achieve victory like the SPECOL. We have been very 
proud of every resolution passed. Many crisis topics have challenged our wits, but we have 
prevailed. And we will prevail. SPECPOL has overseen territory and border disputes, 
colonial disputes, as well as many other poignant crises.  
 

 
Topic overviews 

Drilling Under the Arctic Ice 

The ocean floor is rich in oil, and many nations bordering the region have been exploring. 
Last year Russia planted a flag on the sea bed claiming the land for the Kremlin. Issues 
that arise are national sovereignty, the peaceful use of the seas, and natural resources. 
Many nations donÕt want anyone to control the ocean floors. UN doctrine denotes any land 
outside of 3 miles of a countryÕs coast as international waters. Naturally, this tends to the 
ocean floors as well. Or does it? 

 

Nuclear Proliferation in North Korea 
 
The crisis in North Korea is as difficult to understand as the difference between 
proliferation and non-proliferation. No one knows what goes on in Kim Jong-IlÕs empire, but 
one thing is for sure, they have Nuclear weapons. Sending inspectors to Pyong Yang will 
be perceived as a breach of sovereignty, but otherwise, the situation may lend itself to 
harming world peace. 
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Topic A: 

Arctic Seabed Sovereignty and Exploration 
 

 

Background 

As ice in the Arctic Circle is melting there has been an increase in arctic seabed 

exploration.  The Seabed underneath the Arctic Circle is propertied to be rich in oil, and 

natural gas.  So far, scientist believes that there is a reservoir of around 400 billion barrels 

of oil.  However, the exact location of this supposed reservoir is unknown and as a result 

bordering nations such as Russia and Canada have begun to explore the area.  Just like 

the seas the ocean bed cannot be controlled by any single nation. As outlined in the United 

Nation Conventions on the Laws of the Sea (LOST).  There were four conventions adopted 

in LOST, the first is Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zones.  This convention gave countries 

the right to protect any body contiguous, or next, to their shores.  The second is the 

Convention on the Continental Shelf created a 3 mile buffer zone between the shore of 

that country and international waters. The third is the Convention on the High Seas opens 

up international waters outside of the 3 mile buffer zone.  The fourth is the convention on 

fishing and conservation of Living Resources on the High Seas.  This convention prohibits 

commercial fishing outside the 3 mile buffer zone. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

UMMUN 2008 

3 

Current Situation 
 
In 2001, Russian Geologists, 1,000,100 miles north of Moscow, the Arctic Circle Contained 

large oil reserve, but because of RussiaÕs previous ratification of the LOST treaty, they 

were reluctant to explore.  However, increasing pressure from proponents of exploration 

lead to finally lead to an expedition of this area in February 2007.  Other Nations that bored 

the Arctic Circle which included, Denmark (Greenland), Canada, and the United Sates

 were upset by such a brazen infringement of Lost because it represented a direct 

affront to their national sovereignty. Russia planted a flag RussiaÕs justification for their 

actions was that the melting ice had enabled them to travel into the arctic circle and claim 

the seabed as part of Russia since it existed on the same continental shelf.   

The problem snowballed when Norway declared that they were extending their shore by 

250,000 sq kilometers underneath the ocean. The ice is melting because of Global 

Warming.  Scientists predict that by 2050 there could be no more ice in the Arctic Circle. 

This will increase the mining of the ocean floor. While is it relatively expensive to drill 

through the ice, it is cheaper to drill in open ocean.  

 
Bloc Positions 
 
United States: The United States wishes to maintain world peace at all costs. It will take 

action if it senses a breach to the global status quo. This issue could escalate into a post 

cold war Russia vs. USA issue. The USA will seek to ally other nations in the region, such 

as Norway, and Greenland.   
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United Kingdom: The UK will just like the USA try to maintain world peace. UK leaders 

tend to support most US actions, and will also try to rally allies. The UK will be more likely 

to support European countries as opposed to the USA if a true crisis were to arise. 

 
Russian Federation:  The Russian Federation really wants to drill in the Arctic Circle. As 

oil is a key strategic asset in this fuel dependent world, Russia will try to argue that the 

seabed is its property. Most of the world will be opposed to Russian drilling, but a few 

countries in Europe may support it, If Russia becomes a major competitor of OPEC, 

European oil prices will drastically fall. Russia would support an allied use of the Arctic 

Circle.  

 
Scandinavian Bloc: The Scandinavian bloc includes Norway, Sweden, and Finland. They 

believe that they have the right to the seabed, but they will not commit any drastic acts to 

claim the land.  

 

Focus Questions 
What can the UN do to mitigate this crisis? Who does the ocean floor belong to? Will a 

fight ensue over the ocean floor? Many countries have gone to war for oil, so why not the 

same here? What about the issues of national sovereignty? Or dependence on Oil? Will 

alternate fuels propagate or lessen this crisis?  

 
 
Research Links 
 
http://www.un.org/ga/fourth/index.shtml 
 
http://www.un.org/ga/fourth/62/documentation.shtml 
 
http://www.un.org/ga/fourth/links.shtml 
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TOPIC B:  North Korea and Non-Proliferation 

 
 
Background 

The United Nations refers to North Korea as the Democratic PeopleÕs Republic of 

Korea (DPRK). The terms North Korea and Democratic PeopleÕs Republic of Korea will be 

used interchangeably in this paper. The DPRK is a secretive society and one of the few 

countries in the world that remains under communist leadership. With one of the largest 

armies in the world, militarism makes up a huge part of the culture and everyday life of the 

citizens.  

The country, as we know it today, grew out of the turmoil of WWII after the Soviet 

army withdrew from the region in 1948. South Korea declared its independence in 1950 

which began the Korean War. In the end an armistice was signed in 1953 ending the 

bloody war after two million people died. Kim Il-sung became the leader of the nation and 

introduced the Juche philosophy. Juche means self-reliance and has been the driving 

force since the end of the Korean War. Today the leader is Kim Jong-il who depends on a 

personality cult to stay in power.  

Food shortages are common and foreign food aid is a major source of food for 

millions of people. Human rights violations including reports of torture and slave labor are 

widely reported. But exact numbers are unknown because the state controls the media. 

Everything in the media is censored and glorifies the current regime of Kim Jong-il. 

Famines and human rights violations are not reported. In its Annual Worldwide Press 

Freedom Index, Reporters without Borders places North Korea second to last on its list of 

167 countries (Reporters). It continually ranks North Korea in the bottom three. Looking at 
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a map of East Asia at night shows South Korea glowing just like Europe and populated 

areas of the United States. North Korea, on the other hand, remains dark. Only the capital, 

Pyongyang, is a bright spot.  

1992 was a year of hope for Korea as it allowed International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) inspectors into the country. But the hope soon faded as the inspectors 

were eventually denied access to the most important sites, mainly those that could be 

used to produce nuclear weapons. After the death of Kim Il-sung in 1994, Kim Jong-il 

acceded to power and agreed to stop the nuclear weapons program. North Korea agreed 

because it would receive free fuel from the international community. 

In recent years, South Korea has reached out to its neighbor in the north with aid 

and promise of dialogue. But in 2002 hopes were derailed as the DPRK reactivated the 

Yongbyon nuclear reactor and expelled international inspectors from the country (BBC). In 

2003 the DPRK withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) (NK 

Withdraws). The goal of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is to prevent the spread of 

nuclear weapons and technology, endorse peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and achieve 

nuclear disarmament (NPT Brief).  Entering into force in 1970, the NPT has been ratified 

by 187 countries (NPT Brief). It is the most significant international document pertaining to 

weapons and disarmament. The eleven articles of the Treaty outline how nuclear 

technology is to be used and how to inform other governments of nuclear use. The Treaty 

gives the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) the right and responsibility to inspect 

the use of nuclear technology.  

The Treaty contains a clause allowing nations that have ratified the Treaty to 

withdraw. In a statement issued by Pyongyang right after the announcement to withdraw, 
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the DPRK claimed that its nuclear activities would only be used for peaceful purposes (NK 

Withdraws). The international community was skeptical of this declaration. This is not the 

first time that the DPRK has threatened to withdraw from the NPT but this time it actually 

withdrew. The withdraw was sparked by sanctions by the US, EU, Japan and South Korea 

that stopped the delivery of fuel aid to North Korea as a way to punish North Korea for 

resuming it nuclear program and barring inspectors from the country (NK Withdraws). 

Six-Party Talks are multilateral talks between the Democratic PeopleÕs Republic of 

Korea, the Republic of Korea (South Korea), the PeopleÕs Republic of China, Japan, the 

Russian Federation, and the United States to stop North Korea from producing nuclear 

weapons. The DPRK is reluctant, and may likely never, give up the nuclear weapons it has 

already developed (Park). Nevertheless, the Six-Party Talks continue and are the most 

promising solution to North Koreas nuclear program. 

North Korea has declared itself a nuclear power after announcing that it had built 

nuclear weapons for self-defense purposes. The DPRK scared the world when it tested a 

nuclear weapon underground in October 2006 (BBC). In July the country test-fired 

missiles, capable of reaching the United States and Europe. These events sparked an 

international outcry for more to be done in negotiations with North Korea. The United 

States placed economic sanctions on North Korea after the test. The DPRK continues to 

rely on foreign aid for the citizensÕ survival.  

Current Situation 

This situation is not new and there is no easy solution since North Korea remains secretive 

about its actions and does not readily cooperate with the United Nations, other countries, 

or international organizations. Diplomatic efforts were stepped up after the test and in 
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February 2007 the North Korean government agreed to readmit IAEA inspectors into the 

country (BBC). Along with this the nuclear reactor was shut down in exchange for aid and 

fuel (BBC). IAEA inspectors were there to verify that it was shut down. The reactor is to be 

further disassembled to prevent the DPRK from resuming nuclear weapons building. Major 

floods in August 2007 have led the DPRK to appeal for international humanitarian aid. 

Bloc Positions 

United States of America 

 President George W Bush often refers to North Korea as part of the Òaxis of evil.Ó 

The U.S. demands that North Korea stop its nuclear programs, it also has the toughest 

stance on the issue out of the Six-Party talks countries. While the United States supports 

the reunification of North and South Korea, the U.S. believes that issues like North KoreaÕs 

nuclear program and human rights violations must be addressed first. The United States 

continues its embargo on all luxury goods to North Korea as proposed in the 2006 Security 

Council Resolution 1718 (Security). Tensions between the DPRK and the US remain even 

though the US claims not to have a hostile policy toward the DPRK (FOC). 

Russian Federation 

 North Korea and the Russian Federation have enjoyed improved ties recently and 

President Putin has visited and has been visited by Kim Jong-il (FOC). Diplomatic relations 

are warmer than those that the US maintains with North Korea and Russia has often 

denied North Koreas possession of nuclear weapons. 

PeopleÕs Republic of China 

  China has been instrumental in pursuing the DPRK to return to Six-Party Talks in 

2003 (FOC). The DPRK and China have strong diplomatic ties and the Chinese President 
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and Kim Jong-il have visited each other in the past. The United States is pressuring China 

to sanction North Korea. China plays a vital role in North KoreaÕs relations as it continues 

to provide food and fuel.  

South Korea 

 South Korea is increasing economic cooperation with North Korea. Most recently 

the prime ministers of North and South Korea met for the first time in over 15 years. Also 

the two nations have pledged to formally end the Korean War. The two countries are 

making great strides at cooperation allowing, for example, family members to cross the 

border. 

European Union 

 Currently, the EU maintains a ban on arms and similar materials and luxury goods 

as stated in Security Council Resolution 1718 (Security). In recent years, most EU 

countries have opened diplomatic ties with North Korea (FOC). An EU delegation visited 

North Korea in March 2007 to discuss numerous issues with North Korea, most notably the 

nuclear program and human rights (FOC). 

Japan 

 Japan and North Korea do not have official diplomatic ties. North Korea has 

admitted to kidnapping Japanese citizens in the 1970s and 1980s. Japan continues to 

seek all the names and stories of the kidnappings and had hopes for diplomacy after some 

of the children of the kidnapped victims were allowed to travel to Japan in 2004 (FOC). But 

since then the DPRK has been less than cooperative and tensions have again escalated. 
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Focus Questions 

North Korea surprised the international community when it shut down its nuclear reactors 

this year in exchange for aid but the international community does not know North Koreas 

further intentions. What can be done to increase communication between the world and 

North Korea? 

The six-party talks dominate politics related to North Korea. What is your countryÕs position 

on the topic and does it support any of the six? 

Non-proliferation is the goal of NPT but some countries including the United States are 

allowed to keep nuclear weapons. Do you think there should be a few countries acting as 

watchdogs that can have nuclear weapons? Should everyone disarm their nuclear 

weapons to be fair? 

Placing strict economic sanctions on a country often does not hurt the leaders of the 

country but the poverty stricken citizens. How can the international community negotiate 

with North Korea without causing greater harm to the North Korean citizens?  

What can be done about the human rights violations? 

What is a reasonable timeframe to wait for the DPRK to cooperate?  

Does your country believe that North Korea has nuclear weapons?  

 
Useful Resources 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
 http://www.iaea.org  
U.S. Department of State 
 http://www.state.gov/   
U.S. Department of State: Background Note: North Korea 
 http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2792.htm  
CIA World Factbook 
 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html  
Library of Congress: Country Study: North Korea 
 http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/kptoc.html  
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The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
 http://www.un.org/events/npt2005/npttreaty.html  
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