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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
Greetings, and thank you for participating in the 21st session of the University of Michigan 
Model United Nations!  As Secretary-General, it is my pleasure to welcome you to this 
four-day conference of intense debate, hard negotiations and, above all, the excitement 
and fun that is Model UN.    
 
Our staff has been hard at work preparing for your arrival, striving to make this the best 
conference ever held at Michigan.  This yearÕs conference we will be both our largest yet 
and, I expect, our best.  We have worked diligently to prepare topics and crises, to further 
improve our rules and procedures, and to add additional features to our conference that 
will improve the experience for you.  Remember that this conference is meant for you to 
experience and enjoy, so please do not hesitate to bring to our attention any suggestions 
or concerns you may have this weekend.   
 
While your preparations will have grounded you in the topics and issues at hand, it is often 
quick thinking and improvisation which are most critical during session.  Keeping this in 
mind may prove useful as you vie to persuade your fellow committee members.  Each year 
I am deeply impressed by our delegatesÕ abilities, conduct and creativity throughout the 
conference.  I am confident that this year will be no different, and I look forward to seeing 
all of you immerse yourselves in solving the critical problems of the world.  By virtue of 
your attendance at this conference you have shown a concern for and grasp of world 
affairs that is outstanding among your peers, and for that I congratulate you.  Upholding 
the ideals of the United Nations calls for nothing less. 
 
Again, my thanks for attending UMMUN 2008.  Good luck, and have fun! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jackson Woods 
Secretary-General 
UM Model United Nations, 2008 
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Directors: Carlin Ziska, Nehal Patel 

Rapps: Molly Anderson, Sandra Fadel 

 Comm ittee Mission: Background and History  

 

Differing slightly from the other committees in Model UN, the War Crimes Tribunal is based 

loosely on the International Criminal Court. Our goals parallel with that of the Court; our 

identical purpose is to conduct trials concerning possible violations of international law. 

Participants (usually 8-10 delegates) will research two different cases in the attempt to be 

able to argue the merits for either the Prosecution or the Defense. While the assignment of 

students to the Prosecution or the Defense will be determined at the conference at the 

discretion of the directors, the case topics and the rules of procedure will be mailed to the 

delegates in advance. Therefore, participants will be able to prepare themselves 

adequately for the actual conference. The War Crimes Tribunal strives to increase 

awareness concerning the many crimes against humanity occurring in all parts of the 

world, as well as to foster delegate interest in the legal field. Along with improving skills in 

legal research and argumentative public speaking, delegates will hopefully gain a better 

sense of the line between the legal tactics of warfare and crimes against humanity. Prior 

delegates have consistently enjoyed their work in this committee, describing it as 

demanding, meaningful, and rewarding.  
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Letter from Directors  

 

Dear Advisors and Delegates,  

Hello and welcome to UMMUN 2008! My name is Carlin Ziska and I will be one of 

the directors for the War Crimes Tribunal this year. My Assistant Directors and I are 

excited in inviting you to explore our committee as one of your possible choices for the 

conference in January. The preparation for the upcoming session of the University of 

Michigan Model United Nations is well under way!  

Enclosed you will find the two case summaries and the rules of procedure in order 

to prepare for trial. In addition, a sample indictment is included from a previous conference, 

which will provide insight into the overall process. While most of the research work will 

occur at the actual conference, I encourage students to do a bit of preliminary research in 

order to familiarize themselves with the specific cases and key issues for both the 

Prosecution and Defense. In addition, please be familiar with the rules of procedure and 

evidence prior to attending the conference.  Some of the committee procedural rules have 

changed this year; so if you have done War Crimes in the past please look over these 

changes. Finally, students of the same school may not be assigned to the same team, so 

please ensure that all interested students formulate their own individual case theories. The 

topic will be chosen by a student vote on the first day of the conference, however if we 

have time we may attempt to cover both so please make sure you are familiar with each 

case.  If you do ultimately decide that this committee is something you would be interested 

in, I encourage you to print this guide and bring it with you to the conference for reference 
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purposes during our trial.  For purposes of clarification, I have also included a link to the 

full text of the Geneva Conventions, as many of our CourtÕs Rules stem directly from this 

set of documents. 

If there are any questions or concerns about the overview of topics or the committee 

in general, please do not hesitate to ask. My experience with Model UN at Michigan has 

been nothing short of rewarding and exciting because of the talented and passionate 

students that participate. I look forward to working with all of you in January!  

 

Best wishes,  

Carlin Ziska (cziska@umich.edu) 

Director  
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Overview of Topics  

 Liberia 

Charles Ghankay Taylor was the Liberian President from 1997 to 2003. In December 

1989, Taylor launched an armed uprising from C™te d'Ivoire. His forces, known as the 

National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), soon controlled most of the country.  TaylorÕs 

allies overthrew and killed the then-president, Samuel Doe.  DoeÕs death lead to a factional 

crisis in Liberia in which at least seven different factions were fighting for control of 

LiberiaÕs many lucrative resources, such as diamond mines, iron ore, timber, and rubber.  

Taylor came to power in 1996 under the threat of continued civil war if he was not elected.  

Taylor was arrested in 2003 after being deposed and is being tried by the Special Court for 

Sierra Leone, with the trial provisionally scheduled to begin in April of 2007.  Taylor has 

been accused of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity including, but not 

limited to, the creation and backing of the RUF rebels in Sierra Leone, which are accused 

of a range of atrocities, including the use of child soldiers. The prosecution has also 

asserted that Taylor's administration had harbored members of Al-Qaeda sought in 

connection with the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, though the 

validity of these accusations is in question. 

 

Rwanda 

Jean-Paul Akayesu served as mayor of Taba commune from April 1993 until June 1994. 

As mayor, Akayesu was responsible for performing executive functions and maintaining 

order in Taba, meaning he had command of the communal police and any gendarmes 

assigned to the commune. During the Rwandan Genocide of mid-1994, over 2000 Tutsis 
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were killed in Akayesu's commune, and many others were subject to violence and other 

forms of hatred. Akayesu not only refrained from stopping the killings, but is also 

suspected of having personally supervised the murder of various Tutsis.  Akayesu stood 

trial in 1998 for fifteen counts of genocide, crimes against humanity, and violations of the 

Geneva Convention.  He was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison but is appealing 

his case to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).  Akayesu now claims 

that while he feels politically responsible for the acts committed under his rule, he was not 

personally involved in any acts of violence and should therefore not suffer the 

consequences. 
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***SAMPLE INDICTMENT*** (To Be Prepared at Conference By Students)   

Indictment of Foday Sankoh  

  

The organized armed group that became known as the RUF, led by the ACCUSED, was 

founded about 1988 or 1989 in Libya. The RUF, under the leadership of the ACCUSED, 

began organized armed operations in Sierra Leone in March 1991. During the ensuing 

armed conflict, the RUF forces were also referred to as ÒRUFÓ, ÒrebelsÓ, and ÒpeopleÕs 

ArmyÓ. 

 

At all times relevant to this Indictment, a state of armed conflict existed within Sierra 

Leone. For the purposes of this Indictment, organized armed factions involved in this 

conflict included the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), the Civil Defense Forces (CDF), 

and the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC). The CDF was comprised of 

traditional hunters, including the Kamajors, Gbethis, Kapras, Tamaboros and Donsos. The 

CDF fought against the RUF and AFRC.  

 

  

The Prosecution would like to indict Mr. Foday Sankoh on the following charges:  

 

 Count 1: Acts of Terrorism, a VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 3 COMMON TO THE GENEVA 

CONVENTIONS AND OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II  
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Count 2: Collective Punishments, a VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 3 COMMON TO THE 

GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II  

 

  

COUNTS 3-5: UNLAWFUL KILLINGS  

 

Count 3: Extermination, a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY  

 

In addition, or in the alternative:  

 

Count 4: Murder, a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY  

 

In addition, or in the alternative:  

Count 5: Violence to life, health and physical or mental well-being of persons, in particular 

murder, a VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 3 COMMON TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 

AND OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II  

  

Victims were routinely shot, hacked to death and burned to death. Unlawful killings 

included, but were not limited to, the following:  

 

Bo District  
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Between 1 June 1997 and 30 June 1997, \AFRC/RUF attacked Tikonko, Telu, 

Sembehun, Gerihun, and Mamboma, unlawfully killing an unknown number of 

civilians  

 

Kenema District  

Between about 25 May 1997 and about 19 February 1998, in locations including 

Kenema town, members of AFRC/RUF unlawfully killed an unknown number of 

civilians;  

 

Kono District  

About mid February 1998, AFRC/RUF fleeing from Freetown arrived in Kono 

District. Between about 14 February 1998 and 30 June 1998, members of 

AFRC/RUF unlawfully killed several hundred civilians in various locations in Kono 

District, including Koidu, Tombodu, Foindu, Willifeh, Mortema, and Biaya.  

 

 

COUNTS 6-8: SEXUAL VIOLENCE  

 

Count 6: Rape, a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY  

 

In addition, or in the alternative:  
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Count 7: Sexual slavery and any other form of sexual violence, a CRIME AGAINST 

HUMANITY  

 

In addition, or in the alternative:  

 

Count 8: Outrages upon personal dignity, a VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 3 COMMON TO 

THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II  

 

 

Widespread sexual violence committed against civilian women and girls included brutal 

rapes, often by multiple  

rapists. Acts of sexual violence included, but were not limited to, the following:  

 

Kono District  

Between about 14 February 1998 and 30 June 1998, members of the AFRC/RUF 

raped hundreds of women and girls at various locations throughout the District, 

including Koidu, Tombodu, Foender, Fokoiya, Wondedu and AFRC/RUF camps. An 

unknown number of women and girls were abducted within the District and used as 

sex slaves;  

 

Bombali District  

Between about 1 May 1998 and 31 July 1998, members of AFRC/RUF raped an 

unknown number of women and girls in locations such as Mandaha.  



 
12 

 

Freetown  

Between 6 January 1999 and 31 January 1999, members of AFRC/RUF raped 

hundreds of women and girls throughout the Freetown area, and abducted 

hundreds others for use as sex slaves.  

 

  

 

COUNT 9: USE OF CHILD SOLDIERS  

 

Count 9: Conscripting or enlisting children under the age of 15 years into the armed forces 

or groups, or using them to participate actively in hostilities, a VIOLATION OF 

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW   

 

 

COUNT 10: ABDUCTIONS AND FORCED LABOR  

 

Count 10: Enslavement, a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY  

  

At all times relevant to this Indictment, AFRC/RUF engaged in widespread and large scale 

abductions of civilians and use of civilians as forced labor including, but not limited to, the 

following:  
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Kenema District  

Between about 1 August 1997 and about 31 January 1998, AFRC/RUF forced an 

unknown number of civilians living in the District to mine for diamonds at Cyborg Pit 

in Tongo Field;  

 

Kono District  

Between about 14 February 1998 and 30 June 1998, AFRC/RUF abducted 

hundreds of civilian men, women and children, and took them to various locations 

outside the District, or to locations within the District such as AFRC/RUF camps 

where forced labor occurred  

 

COUNT 11: LOOTING AND BURNING  

 

Count 11: Pillage, a VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 3 COMMON TO THE GENEVA 

CONVENTIONS AND OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II  

 

At all times relevant to this Indictment, AFRC/RUF engaged in widespread and unlawful 

taking and destruction by  

burning of civilian property including, but not limited to, the following:  

 

Bo District  

Between 1 June 1997 and 30 June 1997, AFRC/RUF looted and burned an 

unknown number of civilians houses in Telu, Sembehun, Mamboma and Tikonko;  
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Kono District  

Between about 14 February 1998 and 30 June 1998, AFRC/RUF engaged in 

widespread looting and burning in various locations in the District, including Tombodu, 

Foindu, and Yardy Sando, where virtually every home in the village was looted and 

burned;  

 

Freetown  

Between 6 January 1999 and 31 January 1999, AFRC/RUF engaged in widespread 

looting and burning throughout Freetown. Locations included Kissy, Fourah Bay, Upgun, 

and Pademba Road.  

 

 

COUNTS 12-15: ATTACKS ON UNAMSIL PERSONNEL  

 

Count 12: Intentionally directing attacks against personnel involved in a humanitarian 

assistance or peacekeeping mission, a VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL 

HUMANITARIAN LAW  

 

In addition, or in the alternative:  

 

Count 13: For the unlawful killings, Murder, a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY  
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In addition, or in the alternative:  

 

Count 14: Violence to life, health, and physical or mental well-being or persons, in 

particular murder, a VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 3 COMMON TO THE GENEVA 

CONVENTIONS AND OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II  

 

In addition, or in the alternative:  

 

Count 15: For the abductions and holding as hostage, Taking of hostages, a VIOLATION 

OF ARTICLE 3 COMMON TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND OF ADDITIONAL 

PROTOCOL II  
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Court Procedure 

 

The order of the pre-trial procedures will be as follows (time subject to modification due to 

specific needs):  

 

A) Opening of the court by the presiding judge  

 

B) Assignment of delegates to the Prosecution or Defense  

 

C) Preparation time (for purposes of writing indictment and research)  

SUGGESTED TIME: 1-2 days 

 

D) Reading of the indictment  

 

E) Preparation time (for purposes of research)  

SUGGESTED TIME: 1-2 hours  

 

F) Any pre-trial challenges, such as defense contests of court jurisdiction  

 

G) Preparation time (additional research for formulating case theory)  

SUGGESTED TIME: 1 hour  

 

H) Submission of evidence  
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I) Preparation time (for purposes of reviewing opposing evidence)  

 

  

 

The order of the trial will be as follows with time maximums not negotiable:  

 

A) Opening statement by Prosecution (10 minutes)  

 

B) Opening statement by Defense (10 minutes)  

 

C) Presentation of arguments and evidence by Prosecution (30 minutes)  

 

D) Presentation of arguments and evidence by Defense (30 minutes)  

 

E) Prosecution rebuttal (20 minutes)  

 

F) Defense rebuttal (20 minutes)  

 

G) Closing statement by Prosecution (10 minutes, may reserve time for rebuttal)  

 

H) Closing statement by Defense (10 minutes)  
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I)  Closing rebuttal by prosecution (only if time has been reserved and remains)  

 

 

Following the conclusion of the trial:  

 

A) Deliberation by Judges (closed to delegates and advisors)  

 

B) Delivery of verdict by Presiding Judge  
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War Crimes Tribunal  

Court Rules and Procedure  

Article I. General Provisions  

 

Rule 101. Language  

The official language of the Court is English.  

 

Rule 102. Judges  

(a) Conference Staff will serve as judges, with one Presiding Judge directing the 

proceedings  

(b) The Presiding Judge will rule on and oversee all matters of procedure as outlined in 

this document; he or she will have wide latitude in maintaining decorum and correcting 

procedural errors, and for maintaining fairness in the courtroom.  

(c) The Judges will, in closed chambers, determine guilt or innocence by consensus; in the 

case of a tie, the Presiding JudgeÕs vote will carry the decision  

 

Rule 103. Agents of the Court  

(a) Two parties, the Office of the Prosecutor and the Representatives of the Accused, will 

be represented by delegates acting as agents  

(b) Delegates will be assigned by the Judges to represent either the Office of the 

prosecutor or the accused individual  

(c) In this document, ÒProsecutorÓ will refer to representatives of the Office of the 

Prosecutor, and ÒDefendantÓ will refer to representatives of the accused individual  
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Rule 104. Mode and Order of Presentation  

(a) Scope of Opening and Closing Statements. Specific evidence may not be presented in 

opening statements. Also, no new evidence may be presented in closing statements  

(b) Scope of Prosecution and Defense Rebuttals. The ProsecutionÕs rebuttal may only 

include discussion of evidence and arguments initially presented by the Defense and the 

DefenseÕs rebuttal may only include discussion of evidence and arguments presented in 

the ProsecutionÕs rebuttal.  

(c) The Judges may interrupt a speaker at any time during the presentation of arguments, 

including but not limited to the following: (1) requesting clarification of specific facts in the 

case; (2) returning the Court to decorum; (3) calling the speaker to order  

 

Rule 105. Decorum and Objections  

(a) Delegates may not address opposing Counsel in open court  

(b) Advisors and Conference Staff are asked to submit any requests or points of 

information in writing while either the Prosecution of Defense has the floor  

(c) No delegate may interrupt the speech or speaking time of opposing Counsel at any 

time except in the case of a verbal objection  

(d) In the case of a verbal objection, Counsel must rise and state specific objection and 

Judges will rule before opposing Counsel is allowed to continue 

 

Rule 106. Submission of Evidence  

(a) The Prosecution and Defense may each submit evidence to the Court  
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(b) All evidence must be submitted in written or printed form (black and white only); 

evidence not submitted in the proper manner or time shall not be presented in Court  

(c) All evidence submitted will be made available to both the Prosecution and Defense  

 

Rule 107. Statute of Limitations  

The crimes within the jurisdiction of the Court are not subject to any statute of limitations  

 

Rule 108. Breadth of the Rules  

Due to the limitations resulting from much of the evidence presented to this Court being 

gathered on the Internet along with the inability to question and cross-examine actual 

witnesses, generally applicable rules regarding topics such as hearsay, lack of personal 

knowledge, and expert testimony are not relevant to the proceedings of this Court. 

However, we will strive to uphold all court rules able to be feasibly applied and which follow 

in the official rules.  Judges will have final say in all matter pertaining to either the rules of 

this court, or the validity of any evidence. 

 

  

 

Article II. Jurisdiction  

 

Rule 201. General Rule  

(a) The jurisdiction of the Court is limited to only the most serious crimes of concern to the 

international community as a whole, and consists only of the following offenses:  
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1. Genocide  

2. Crimes against humanity  

3. War crimes  

 

(b) Definitions for the terms used in Section 201(a) are those given by the Rome Statute of 

the International Criminal Court (See Article VI)  

1. These definitions will be strictly adhered to, and will not be extended by analogy  

2. In the case of ambiguity of a definition of a crime as it refers to an action or inaction on 

the part of the Defendant, the definition will be interpreted in favor of the Defendant  

 

(c) The Court has no jurisdiction over any person who was under the age of 18 at the time 

of the alleged commission of  

the crime  

 

  

Rule 202. Exercise of Jurisdiction  

(a) The Court may not supercede the judicial system of any nation, unless evidence is 

brought showing an unwillingness or inability to genuinely prosecute the individual  

(b) The Court has jurisdiction over cases referred to it by the Security Council; this 

jurisdiction supercedes the exception made in Section 202(a)  

(c) The CourtÕs declaration of jurisdiction over a case does not imply jurisdiction over each 

alleged crime; the CourtÕs jurisdiction over each crime may still be challenged  
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Rule 203. Challenges to Jurisdiction  

(a) Challenges to the CourtÕs jurisdiction over specific crimes may be brought by:  

1. The Defendant  

2. A nation which has jurisdiction over the case or crime, on the basis that it is currently 

prosecuting a case, or already has done so, unless in the case of an appeal by the 

Defendant  

 

(b) The Court shall not be barred from exercising its full jurisdiction over any individual, 

regardless of full or partial immunity granted by national law or international treaty  

(c) Such challenges must be made prior to opening arguments in the time period 

designated for such challenges  

(d) Once opening arguments have commenced, jurisdiction is assumed over all crimes still 

present in the indictment  

(e) The Court is the sole determiner of whether a case or crime is within its jurisdiction  

 

Article III. Relevancy and Its Limits  

 

Rule 301. Definition of Relevant Evidence  

"Relevant evidence" means evidence having any tendency to make the existence of any 

fact that is of consequence to the determination of the action more probable or less 

probable than it would be without the evidence.  
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Rule 302. Relevant Evidence Generally Admissible: Irrelevant Evidence Inadmissible  

Relevant evidence is admissible, except as otherwise provided in these Rules. Irrelevant 

evidence is not admissible.  The final decision of relevancy will be made by the judges, 

however, opposing counsel can question relevancy at any time, provided that the Court 

has not already ruled on said evidenceÕs relevancy. 

 

Rule 303. Exclusion of Relevant Evidence on Grounds of Prejudice, Confusion, or Waste 

of Time  

Although relevant, evidence may be excluded if its probative value is outweighed by the 

danger of unfair prejudice, if it confuses the issues, if it is misleading, or if it causes undue 

delay, wastes time, or is a needless presentation of cumulative evidence.  

 

Rule 304. Character Evidence Not Admissible to Prove Conduct; Exceptions; Other 

Crimes  

(a) Character Evidence. Evidence of a person's character or character trait, is not 

admissible to prove action regarding a particular occasion, except:  

1. Character of accused. Evidence of a pertinent character trait offered by an accused, or 

by the prosecution to rebut same;  

2. Character of victim. Evidence of a pertinent character trait of the victim of the crime 

offered by an accused, or by the prosecution to rebut same, or evidence of a character trait 

of peacefulness of the victim offered by the prosecution in a case to rebut evidence that 

the victim was the aggressor;  
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(b) Other crimes, wrongs, or acts. Evidence of other crimes, wrongs, or acts is not 

admissible to prove character of a person in order to show an action conforms to 

character. It may, however, be admissible for other purposes, such as proof of motive, 

opportunity, intent, preparation, plan, knowledge, identity, or absence of mistake or 

accident.  

(c) Evidence of the character or character trait of the accused is generally not admissible 

unless character evidence is first introduced by the Defense  

 

Rule 305. Methods of Proving Character  

(a) Reputation or opinion. In all cases where evidence of character or a character trait is 

admissible, proof may be made by evidence as to reputation or in the form of an opinion. 

(b) Specific instances of conduct. In cases where character or a character trait is an 

essential element of a charge, claim, or defense, proof may also be made of specific 

instances of that person's conduct.  

 

 

Rule 306. Habit; Routine Practice  

Evidence of the habit of a person or the routine practice of an organization, whether 

corroborated or not and regardless of the presence of eyewitnesses, is relevant to prove 

that the conduct of the person or organization, on a particular occasion, was in conformity 

with the habit or routine practice  
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Article IV. Criminal Responsibility  

 

Rule 401. General Rule  

(a) The Court will find the Defendant responsible and liable for punishment of a crime for 

which the Court has jurisdiction if the Defendant is found to have:  

1. committed the crime, whether individually, jointly, or through another person; OR  

2. ordered, solicited, or induced the commission of the crime; OR  

3. aided, abetted, or otherwise directly assisted in the commission of the crime; OR  

4. attempts to engage in any activity defined by Sections 301(a)(1), (2), or (3), and is 

unsuccessful due to circumstances independent of his or her control  

 

(b) A military commander or person effectively acting as a military commander will be 

found criminally liable by this Court if:  

1. the commander knew or should have known that the forces under his or her control 

were committing such crimes; AND  

2. the commander failed to take all necessary and reasonable measures within his or her 

power to prevent or repress the commission of the crimes or to submit the matter to the 

competent authorities for investigation and prosecution  

3. This Section, Section 301(b), will also apply to a superior officer whose subordinates 

commit such crimes  
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(c) The Defendant will be presumed innocent until the Court is convinced of his or her guilt 

beyond a reasonable doubt  

 

  

Rule 402. Exclusion from Criminal Responsibility  

(a) A person shall not be found criminally liable by the Court if evidence is conclusive 

demonstrating that the Defendant:  

1. suffered at the time of the alleged commission of the crime, or currently suffers from, a 

mental disease or defect which prevents that person from appreciating the unlawfulness or 

nature of his or her conduct, or seriously inhibits his or her capacity to conform to the law; 

OR  

2. acted in reasonable self-defense; OR  

3. committed the act or acts under serious duress, including but not limited to (a) threat of 

death; (b) imminent bodily harm to his or herself.  

 

 

 

Article V. Penalties and Appeals  

 

Rule 501. Penalties  

(a) Should the Court find the accused criminally responsible for one or more crimes within 

its jurisdiction, it may impose one or more of the following penalties for each crime:  

1. Imprisonment, up to life, depending on the gravity of the crime;  
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2. A fine, not to exceed 75% of the individualÕs total assets;  

3. Seizure of any or all proceeds, property, and assets derived directly or indirectly from 

the specific crime  

 

Rule 502. Appeals  

(a) In the case of an unfavorable verdict, the Defendant may appeal at the end of the trial; 

at that time the reason for appeal must be delivered in writing to the Judges  

(b) The appeal, unedited by the Court, will be appended to the CourtÕs decision  

 

  

 

Article VI. Applicable Definitions (Derived from the Rome Statute of the  

International Criminal Court)  

 

Genocide  

For the purpose of the Court, "genocide" means any of the following acts committed with 

intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:  

(a) Killing members of the group;  

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;  

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its 

physical destruction in whole or in part;  

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;  

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.  
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Crimes against humanity  

For the purpose of the Court, "crime against humanity" means any of the following acts 

when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian 

population, with knowledge of the attack:  

(a) Murder;  

(b) Extermination;  

(c) Enslavement;  

(d) Deportation or forcible transfer of population;  

(e) Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental 

rules of international law;  

(f) Torture;  

(g) Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or 

any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity;  

(h) Persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on political, racial, national, 

ethnic, cultural, religious, gender as defined in paragraph 3, or other grounds that are 

universally recognized as impermissible under international law, in connection with any act 

referred to in this paragraph or any crime within the jurisdiction of the Court;  

(i) Enforced disappearance of persons;  

(j) The crime of apartheid;  

(k) Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or 

serious injury to body or to mental or physical health.  

 



 
30 

War crimes  

For the purpose of this Statute, "war crimes" means:  

(a) Grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, namely, any of the 

following acts against persons or property protected under the provisions of the relevant 

Geneva Convention:  

(i) Willful killing;  

(ii) Torture or inhuman treatment, including biological experiments;  

(iii) Willfully causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or health;  

(iv) Extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity 

and carried out unlawfully and wantonly;  

(v) Compelling a prisoner of war or other protected person to serve in the forces of a 

hostile Power;  

(vi) Willfully depriving a prisoner of war or other protected person of the rights of fair and 

regular trial;  

(vii) Unlawful deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement;  

(viii) Taking of hostages.  

 

(b) Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in international armed 

conflict, within the established framework of international law, namely, any of the following 

acts:  

(i) Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against individual 

civilians not taking direct part in hostilities;  
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(ii) Intentionally directing attacks against civilian objects, that is, objects which are not 

military objectives;  

(iii) Intentionally directing attacks against personnel, installations, material, units or 

vehicles involved in a humanitarian assistance or peacekeeping mission in accordance 

with the Charter of the United Nations, as long as they are entitled to the protection given 

to civilians or civilian objects under the international law of armed conflict;  

(iv) Intentionally launching an attack in the knowledge that such attack will cause incidental 

loss of life or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or widespread, long-term and 

severe damage to the natural environment which would be clearly excessive in relation to 

the concrete and direct overall military advantage anticipated;  

(v) Attacking or bombarding, by whatever means, towns, villages, dwellings or buildings 

which are undefended and which are not military objectives;  

(vi) Killing or wounding a combatant who, having laid down his arms or having no longer 

means of defence, has surrendered at discretion;  

(vii) Making improper use of a flag of truce, of the flag or of the military insignia and 

uniform of the enemy or of the United Nations, as well as of the distinctive emblems of the 

Geneva Conventions, resulting in death or serious personal injury;  

(viii) The transfer, directly or indirectly, by the Occupying Power of parts of its own civilian 

population into the territory it occupies, or the deportation or transfer of all or parts of the 

population of the occupied territory within or outside this territory;  

(ix) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, 

science or charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals and places where the sick 

and wounded are collected, provided they are not military objectives;  
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(x) Subjecting persons who are in the power of an adverse party to physical mutilation or to 

medical or scientific experiments of any kind which are neither justified by the medical, 

dental or hospital treatment of the person concerned nor carried out in his or her interest, 

and which cause death to or seriously endanger the health of such person or persons;  

(xi) Killing or wounding treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile nation or army;  

(xii) Declaring that no quarter will be given;  

(xiii) Destroying or seizing the enemy's property unless such destruction or seizure be 

imperatively demanded by the necessities of war;  

(xiv) Declaring abolished, suspended or inadmissible in a court of law the rights and 

actions of the nationals of the hostile party;  

(xv) Compelling the nationals of the hostile party to take part in the operations of war 

directed against their own country, even if they were in the belligerent's service before the 

commencement of the war;  

(xvi) Pillaging a town or place, even when taken by assault;  

(xvii) Employing poison or poisoned weapons;  

(xviii) Employing asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and all analogous liquids, 

materials or devices;  

(xix) Employing bullets which expand or flatten easily in the human body, such as bullets 

with a hard envelope which does not entirely cover the core or is pierced with incisions;  

(xx) Employing weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare which are of a 

nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering or which are inherently 

indiscriminate in violation of the international law of armed conflict, provided that such 
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weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare are the subject of a 

comprehensive prohibition  

(xxi) Committing outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading 

treatment;  

(xxii) Committing rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced 

sterilization, or any other form of sexual violence also constituting a grave breach of the 

Geneva Conventions;  

(xxiii) Utilizing the presence of a civilian or other protected person to render certain points, 

areas or military forces immune from military operations;  

(xxiv) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings, material, medical units and transport, 

and personnel using the distinctive emblems of the Geneva Conventions in conformity with 

international law;  

(xxv) Intentionally using starvation of civilians as a method of warfare by depriving them of 

objects indispensable to their survival, including wilfully impeding relief supplies as 

provided for under the Geneva Conventions;  

(xxvi) Conscripting or enlisting children under the age of fifteen years into the national 

armed forces or using them to participate actively in hostilities  

 

(c) In the case of an armed conflict not of an international character, serious violations of 

article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, namely, any of the 

following acts committed against persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including 

members of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those placed hors de 

combat by sickness, wounds, detention or any other cause:  
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(i) Violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment 

and torture;  

(ii) Committing outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading 

treatment;  

(iii) Taking of hostages;  

(iv) The passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous 

judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court, affording all judicial guarantees 

which are generally recognized as indispensable.  

 

(d) Paragraph 2 (c) applies to armed conflicts not of an international character and thus 

does not apply to situations of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, isolated 

and sporadic acts of violence or other acts of a similar nature.  

 

(e) Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in armed conflicts not of an 

international character, within the established framework of international law, namely, any 

of the following acts:  

(i) Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against individual 

civilians not taking direct part in hostilities;  

(ii) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings, material, medical units and transport, 

and personnel using the distinctive emblems of the Geneva Conventions in conformity with 

international law;  

(iii) Intentionally directing attacks against personnel, installations, material, units or 

vehicles involved in a humanitarian assistance or peacekeeping mission in accordance 
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with the Charter of the United Nations, as long as they are entitled to the protection given 

to civilians or civilian objects under the international law of armed conflict;  

(iv) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, 

science or charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals and places where the sick 

and wounded are collected, provided they are not military objectives;  

(v) Pillaging a town or place, even when taken by assault;  

(vi) Committing rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced 

sterilization, and any other form of sexual violence also constituting a serious violation of 

article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions;  

(vii) Conscripting or enlisting children under the age of fifteen years into armed forces or 

groups or using them to participate actively in hostilities;  

(viii) Ordering the displacement of the civilian population for reasons related to the conflict, 

unless the security of the civilians involved or imperative military reasons so demand;  

(ix) Killing or wounding treacherously a combatant adversary;  

(x) Declaring that no quarter will be given;  

(xi) Subjecting persons who are in the power of another party to the conflict to physical 

mutilation or to medical or scientific experiments of any kind which are neither justified by 

the medical, dental or hospital treatment of the person concerned nor carried out in his or 

her interest, and which cause death to or seriously endanger the health of such person or 

persons;  

(xii) Destroying or seizing the property of an adversary unless such destruction or seizure 

be imperatively demanded by the necessities of the conflict;  
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(f) Paragraph 2 (e) applies to armed conflicts not of an international character and thus 

does not apply to situations of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, isolated 

and sporadic acts of violence or other acts of a similar nature. It applies to armed conflicts 

that take place in the territory of a State when there is protracted armed conflict between 

governmental authorities and organized armed groups or between such groups.  

 

 

 

 

Link to the text of the Geneva Conventions 

http://www.genevaconventions.org/  

 

 


