
UMMUN Rules of Procedure 2008 
 

Conference Rules 
 
GA-1 SCOPE OF THE RULES 
These rules shall be applicable for all General Assembly Committee proceedings, for sessions of 
the Security Council (except where special Security Council Addendum Rules apply), and for 
other UMMUN Special Committees (where applicable).  Special Committee Directors may 
establish amended Rules of Procedure under the supervision of, and with the permission of, the 
Secretary General.  Any Special Committee Rules will be provided before the UMMUN 
conference.  All rules shall be considered adopted prior to the opening ceremony of the 
UMMUN conference. 
 
GA-2 PARLIAMENTARY SHORT FORM 
Appended to these Rules of Procedure is the Parliamentary Short Form.  This form shall be 
considered part of the Rules of Procedure and designates the order of precedence for points and 
motions, which can also be found detailed in GA-34. 
 
GA-3 LANGUAGE  
English shall be the official working language of the conference.  If delegates choose to address 
the Committee in a language other than English, they must supply a translation.  The translation 
will be counted against their speaking time.  Use of foul or offensive language will result in a 
loss of delegateÕs voting rights and speaking privileges, under the discretion of the Chair. 
 
GA-4 THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
The Secretary-General has the power to amend any of the rules listed in the Rules of Procedure if 
he/she deems necessary. 
 
GA-5 CREDENTIALS 
Delegates will receive credentials at the beginning of the conference.  If delegates fail to wear 
their credential during Committee sessions or other UMMUN activities, they will not be 
recognized by the Committee Chair to speak or vote or be allowed to participate in other 
UMMUN sponsored activities. 
 
Committee & Debate 
 
GA-6 FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE CHAIR 
The Chair: 

1. Shall declare the opening and closing of each Committee session, direct its discussions, 
ensure observance of the Rules of Procedure, accord the right to speak, have discretion 
to rule on the relevancy of a speech, put questions and announce decisions. S/He shall 
rule on Points of Order and, subject to these rules, shall have complete control of the 
proceedings and maintenance of decorum at any session. 

2. Shall have discretionary powers over the proposal of motions in several fashions. S/He 
may at any time entertain a motion, suggest to the body that a certain motion is in order 
and would be beneficial, suggest that a motion withdrawn even while ruling it in order, 
or rule a motion out of order and or dilatory. 

3. May, at any time, propose to the Committee a limitation of the time to be allowed to 
speakers, a limitation of the number of times each member may speak, closure of the 
speakersÕ list, or the closure of debate.  S/He may also propose the suspension or 



adjournment of the meeting or the tabling of the debate on any item under discussion. 
 
GA-7 APPEALING THE DECISION OF THE CHAIR 
Any decision of the Chair may be appealed by a delegate, with the exception of matters that are 
explicitly designated below.  Speakers on this matter will consist of the Chair speaking in 
defense of his/her ruling and the appealing delegate speaking on why s/he is appealing the 
decision of the Chair.  The appeal shall then be put to a vote and the decision of the Chair shall 
stand unless overruled by two-thirds of those members present and voting.  The following 
decisions of the Chair not subject to appeal: 

 The ChairÕs decision not to accept a resolution or amendment 
 The ChairÕs setting of the agenda, should a Committee fail to set the agenda as noted in 

GA-11 
 The ChairÕs ruling on points are motions that are dilatory or improper 
 The ChairÕs decision on a Right of Reply/Right of Explanation request 
 The ChairÕs decision not to copy and distribute working papers 
 The ChairÕs decision to suspend Committee due to a lack of quorum 
 The ChairÕs decision to refuse a motion to recess or motion to adjourn 
 The ChairÕs decision not to remove observer delegations during voting procedures 

 
GA-8 ROLL CALL 
At the beginning of each Committee session, the Chair shall take a roll call of delegates.  Nations 
with full voting privileges should respond Òpresent and votingÓ if they intend to vote on 
substantive motions and resolutions.  Nations or observers should respond ÒpresentÓ if they 
cannot or do not intend to vote on substantive items.  If a delegate arrives late to session, their 
voting privileges are suspended until a note is passed to the Chair stating that the nation is now 
ÒpresentÓ or Òpresent and voting.Ó 
 
GA-9 QUORUM 
The Chair may declare a session open and permit debate to proceed or a procedural vote to be 
taken when at least one quarter of the members of the Committee are present.  The attendance of 
a majority of members of the Committee shall be required for any substantive vote to be taken; a 
majority shall be considered half the Committee plus one.  Quorum is assumed to be met unless 
it is shown otherwise.  If a delegate believes that quorum is no longer being met, they may make 
a motion to check quorum to bring this to the attention of the Chair.  If quorum is found to be 
lacking, the Chair, at his or her discretion, may suspend Committee until such time as quorum 
may be established. 
 
GA-10 PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
All delegates will be provided a provisional agenda for all committees at the UMMUN 
Conference.  Any Committee may revise the agenda with the approval of the Chair by 
rearranging the order of consideration or adding items of important or urgent nature to the 
agenda. 
 
GA-11 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
The first order of business for the Committee shall be the consideration of the agenda.  The only 
motion in order at this time will be in the form of ÒI move that topic X be placed first on the 
agenda, topic area Y be placed second on the agenda . . .Ó until all the topic areas have been 
ordered.  Proposals regarding the order of agenda shall be voted upon in the order in which they 
were proposed.  Once a proposal has been adopted, all other motions regarding the agenda will 
be disregarded and debate will proceed immediately to the first topic area.  If all of the proposals 
fail to gain a majority, the Chair shall have the power to set the agenda at his/her discretion. 



 
GA-12 CHANGE THE AGENDA 
A Committee may at any point motion to change the CommitteeÕs remaining agenda.  Any topic 
may only be listed once on the agenda, although once an item has been closed (and hence 
removed from debate and the agenda) it may be re-added to the agenda by the majority of the 
Committee and with approval from the Chair. 
 
GA-13 FORMAL DEBATE 
After the agenda has been established, one continuous speakersÕ list for the first topic shall be 
maintained by the Chair to facilitate formal debate.  This speakersÕ list shall be followed for all 
Committee debate, except when superseded by procedural motions (caucuses or informal debate) 
or when paused for the introduction of a resolution or amendment.  Speakers must address their 
remarks to the topic area under discussion and may refer to any resolutions which have been 
formally introduced.  A new speakersÕ list will begin upon reaching the second set topic of a 
Committee.  When the speakersÕ list is exhausted the committee automatically moves into 
Closure of Debate (GA-42). 
 
GA-14 SPEECHES 
No member may address the Committee without having previously obtained the permission of 
the Chair.  The Chair shall establish a speakersÕ list in the order in which members signify their 
desire to speak.  If debate stagnates the Chair reserves the right to call on delegates or add them 
to the speakersÕ list.  The Chair may call a speaker to order if his/her remarks are not relevant to 
the topic under discussion or refer to a resolution not yet submitted to the Dais.  A member may 
speak as often as s/he wishes; however, a delegate may only be listed on the speakersÕ list once 
at any time. 
 
GA-15 TIME LIMIT ON SPEECHES 
Delegates may motion to set or change the speaking time at any point during formal debate.  If 
no speaking time has been set the Chair will use his/her discretion in setting a speaking time.  
When that time limit is exceeded, the Chair shall immediately call that member to order.  A 
speaking time may be specified as inclusive of Points of Information or may guarantee a set 
number of Points of Information in addition to a limit on formal speaking time.  
 
GA-16 CLOSURE OF THE SPEAKERS’ LIST 
Debatable: 1 for, 1 against 
Requires 2/3 majority to pass. 
The speakersÕ list may be closed at any time. If the motion passes, no further speakers may be 
added to the list unless it is reopened. 
 
GA-17 REOPENING OF THE SPEAKERS’ LIST 
Debatable: 1 for, 1 against 
Requires 2/3 majority to pass. 
The speakersÕ list may be reopened if at least one speaker remains on the list. If the motion 
passes, more speakers may be added to the list. 
 
GA-18 CHANGE OF DEBATE FORMAT 
Debatable: 1 for, 1 against 
At UMMUN there are two formats of debate, formal and informal.  Formal debate, or debate 
structured by the speakerÕs list and rules and procedures, is considered the default debate format 
of UMMUN.  At any time a delegate may motion to move into an informal debate session.  If the 
motion carries, the general rules of debate are suspended and committee will continue to be 



facilitated by the Chair through an open debate forum.  Time limits may be set on speaking time 
during informal debate and on the length of the informal session.  If no speaking time is set by 
the motioning delegate, speaking time will be limited at the ChairÕs discretion.  If no length for 
the informal session is set, the session will end when no delegates wish to participate in informal 
debate or when a delegate motions to return to formal debate. 
 
GA-19 CAUCUS 
When the Committee is in formal session, a delegate may motion for a caucus where the rules of 
procedure are suspended and the Chair will not facilitate debate.  No motions are necessary 
during a caucus except to extend the caucus or move back into formal debate early.  This is a 
procedural motion and a time limit for the caucus must be proposed and accepted by the Chair.  
The Dais will maintain decorum during caucuses. 
 
GA-20 RECESS OF THE SESSION 
During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may move to recess the meeting.  Such a motion 
shall include the time, date, and place for the Committee to reconvene.  The Chair has a right to 
overrule such a motion if deemed inappropriate at that moment and this ruling is not subject to 
appeal. 
 
GA-21 ADJOURNMENT OF THE SESSION 
Adjournment of the session implies that all business of the Committee has been completed.  This 
is only in order at the final closing of the last Committee session of the UMMUN conference.  
When a Committee is adjourned: all debate ceases, no vote on any resolutions will take place, 
Committee will not reconvene until the following yearÕs UMMUN conference.  The Chair has a 
right to overrule such a motion if deemed inappropriate at that moment and this ruling is not 
subject to appeal. 
 
Points 
 
GA-22 POINTS OF INFORMATION 
Points of Information are questions directed toward the speaking delegate from another delegate 
during formal debate.  Points of Information may be included in the set speaking time for formal 
debate.  If this is the case, when a delegate yields to Points of Information the remaining 
speaking time will be forfeited and the delegate will move directly to the guaranteed Points of 
Information.  The time limit for answering guaranteed Points of Information will be set by the 
Chair and will be no less than thirty seconds and no more than one minute.  If Points of 
Information are included in set speaking and a delegate yields their remaining time to Points of 
Information the time for answering the Points of Information will be directly subtracted from the 
delegates remaining speaking time.  Time it takes to ask a Point of Information will not be 
subtracted from the speaking delegateÕs time, but will be limited to thirty seconds unless 
permission to premise has been received by the Chair.  A second Point of Information from the 
same delegate, or a follow-up question, must be directly related to the previous Point asked or 
the response to that point.  To be recognized for a follow-up Point the asking delegate must raise 
their placard directly after the speaking delegate has finished answering the previous point and 
clearly state Òfollow-upÓ for the Chair to hear.  If the speaking delegate does not here or 
understand the question being asked of them, they may use a Point of Clarification (GA-26). 
 
GA-23 POINTS OF PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
When the floor is open, a delegate may rise to a Point of Parliamentary Inquiry to ask a question 
of the Chair regarding parliamentary procedure.  A Point of Parliamentary Inquiry may never 
interrupt a speaker. 



 
GA-24 POINTS OF ORDER 
During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may rise to a Point of Order to bring to the 
attention of the Chair possible improper parliamentary procedure.  The Point of Order shall be 
immediately decided by the Chair in accordance with these Rules of Procedure.  The Chair may 
rule out of order those points which are dilatory or improper.  Such a decision is not able to 
be appealed.  A delegate rising to a Point of Order may not speak on the substance of the matter 
under discussion, only to the parliamentary procedure in question.  A Point of Order may only 
interrupt a speaker when the speech itself is not following proper parliamentary procedure. 
 
GA-25 POINTS OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 
Whenever a delegate experiences personal discomforts which impair his/her ability to participate 
in the proceedings, that delegate may rise to a Point of Personal Privilege to request that the 
situation be corrected.  While a Point of Personal Privilege may interrupt a speaker, delegates 
should use this power with the utmost discretion, preferably directly relating to the speaker at 
hand (such as being unable to hear the speaker). 
 
GA-26 POINTS OF CLARIFICATION 
During resolution and amendment introductions delegates may use Points of Clarification to 
question the formatting and make non-substantive points about the resolution (or amendment).  
In this case Points of Clarification question the grammar and punctuation of a resolution or 
definitions of words contained within the resolution.  They may not be used to ask the presenter 
anything about the substance of the resolution or their position on the resolution.  Also if a 
delegate does not understand a Point of Information being asked of them, when the questioning 
delegate finishes their point, the speaking delegate should ask the Chair for a Point of 
Clarification on the question asked.  The Chair shall then ask the questioning delegate to reword 
or restate their question. 
 
Yields 
 
GA-27 YIELDS TO THE CHAIR 
A delegate may yield his/her time to the Chair after conclusion of their speeches.  In this case, 
any remaining allotted time is given over to the Chair and debate will move to the next speaker 
on the speakersÕ list.  A delegate who yields to the Chair may not accept any Points of 
Information, even if guaranteed.  If a delegate does not indicate a yield their time is 
automatically yielded to the Chair. 
 
GA-28 YIELDS TO ANOTHER DELEGATE 
A delegate may yield the remainder of his/her speaking time to another delegate. Such a yield 
need not be designated at the beginning of a speech but should come at the end of the delegateÕs 
speech.  Delegates who have accepted yielded time may not subsequently yield to another 
delegate or to Points of Information. Guaranteed questions do not apply to delegates who have 
received time from a yield. 
 
GA-29 YIELDS TO POINTS OF INFORMATION 
A delegate may yield their time to Points of Information from other delegates.  This must be 
specified when the delegate has finished using their speaking time.  Even if there are guaranteed 
Points of Information in the speaking time a delegate must specify that they are yielding to 
Points of Information. 
 
 



Rights 
 
GA-30 RIGHT OF REPLY 
A delegate whose personal or national dignity has been impugned by another delegate may 
request a Right of Reply.  Requests for a Right of Reply must be submitted to the Chair in 
writing and must contain the objectionable statement and a brief description of the defense.  The 
decision of the Chair to grant or not grant a Right of Reply is not able to appealed, nor is it 
subject to debate.  The time allotted for a Right of Reply shall be determined by the Chair and 
will not exceed one minute.  A request to reply to a delegate exercising his/her Right of Reply is 
out of order. 
 
GA-31 RIGHT OF EXPLANATION 
If a delegate in voting procedures votes in a manner which is contradictory to his stated 
intentions or does not match his previous position, a delegate may request a Right of Explanation 
during his vote.  It is up to the discretion of the Chair to award a Right of Explanation, which 
will have an allotted time of thirty seconds to be received before the final vote tally is 
announced.  The Right of Explanation must be requested at the time of the vote.  A Right of 
Explanation is forfeited if a delegate abstains from the vote. 
 
Motions, Resolutions, and Amendments 
 
GA-32 DILATORY POINTS, MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS 
The Chair may rule out of order any point, motion or amendment which closely resembles an 
amendment or motion upon which the body has already decided, or which is patently frivolous or 
absurd.  Motions and points that are considered dilatory by the Chair are not subject to appeal, 
though amendments ruled frivolous may be appealed. 
 
GA-33 DEBATABLE MOTIONS 
A delegate making a debatable motion must be the (or one of the) speakers debating for the 
motion.  If no delegate wishes to speak against a debatable motion, the motion will automatically 
pass. 
 
GA-34 VOTING ON PROCEDURAL MOTIONS 
All procedural motions will be voted on by a placard vote.  Roll-call voting is not in order for 
procedural motions and all delegates in attendance at the time of the vote must place a vote for or 
against the motion (abstaining is not allowed for procedural motions).  Points and motions will 
be addressed in order of precedence.  If more than motion with the same precedence is received, 
these motions will be voted on in the order they are received.  Order of precedence is as follows: 

1) Point of Order 
2) Point of Personal Privilege 
3) Right of Reply 
4) Point of Parliamentary Inquiry 
5) Motion to 

a. Set speaking time 
b. Reset agenda 
c. Adjourn  
d. Appeal the decision of the Chair 
e. Recess 
f. Caucus 
g. Change debate format 
h. Check quorum 



i. Close debate 
j. Close or reopen the speakersÕ list 
k. Table or resume a topic 
l. Consider a resolution for approval (Security Council only) 
m. Divide the question 
n. Consider a resolution an important question 
o. Consider Committee competence 
p. Introduce a resolution 
q. Introduce an amendment 
r. Reconsider a resolution 

 
 
GA-35 WITHDRAWAL or AMENDING OF PROCEDURAL MOTIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 
A procedural motion may be withdrawn or amended by its proposing delegate at any time before 
voting has commenced or it is accepted by the Chair.  A resolution or amendment may be 
withdrawn or amended by its proposing delegate(s) at any time before voting has commenced, 
provided that the original sponsor(s) agrees to the changes.  A motion thus withdrawn may be 
reintroduced by any member, if applicable.  A resolution or amendment thus withdrawn may be 
reintroduced by its proposing delegate(s). 
 
GA-36 WORKING PAPERS 
Delegates may present working papers to the Chair for copying and distribution among the 
members of the Committee or for posting within the Committee.  A working paper need not be in 
resolution form, though it is encouraged, and is intended to facilitate the work of the Committee.  
Copying and distribution of working papers shall be at the discretion of the Chair and are not 
subject to appeal. 
 
GA-37 RESOLUTIONS 
Resolutions shall be submitted in writing, preferably typed, to the Chair, who shall circulate 
copies to the members.  No proposal shall be voted upon unless copies of it have been circulated 
to all members, unless for the sake of time or other determination by the Chair it is deemed 
unnecessary.  A resolution must be posted and visible to all members of the Committee for a vote 
to take place and Committee members must approve by vote to consider the resolution without 
distributed copies.  A resolution must contain the name(s) of the original sponsor(s) and will be 
given an identifying number designation by the Chair.  There is no set number of sponsors at for 
a resolution.  Other members may add their names to a list of signatories at any time during 
debate on the topic.  A signatory merely indicates an interest in discussing the resolution, not 
necessarily support of the resolution.  A resolution must have the signatures of one-fifth of the 
membership of the body (but not less than five members) to be officially recognized. 
 
GA-38 INTRODUCING RESOLUTIONS 
Once a resolution has been approved as stipulated above and has been copied and distributed, an 
original sponsor may rise to introduce the resolution, subject to recognition by the Chair.  The 
motioning delegate will read the resolution and answer Points of Clarification (addressing non-
substantive issues in the resolution).  Points of Information or substantive questions (anything 
that asks the sponsoring delegate to discuss the nature of the resolution, or clarify his/her position 
on the resolution) may not be asked at this time. A new speakers list will be established upon 
beginning consideration of a resolution. 
 
 



GA-39 FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS 
A friendly amendment is an amendment to an introduced resolution that is proposed with the 
concurrence of the original sponsor(s).  The amendment shall immediately become a part of the 
resolution itself without any voting.  At the time of addition friendly amendments must be posted 
or distributed to all members of the committee and the amendment shall be read by an original 
sponsor to the resolution. 
 
GA-40 UNFRIENDLY AMENDMENTS 
An unfriendly amendment is an amendment to a resolution that does not have the concurrence of 
all the original sponsor(s).  These types of amendments must be submitted to the Chair for 
copying and distribution among the Committee, provided the proposed amendment has been 
signed by one-tenth of the Committee, but no less than 3.  When an unfriendly amendment has 
been presented to a Committee, it will be read by the Chair in its entirety for the Committee.  
Any amendment to a preambular clause must also include an amendment to at least one 
operative clause.  Unfriendly amendments will be considered as soon as they are moved 
 
GA-41 TABLING and RESUMPTION OF DEBATE 
Debatable: 2 for, 2 against 
Requires 2/3 majority to pass. 
During the discussion of any matter, a member may move for the tabling of debate on the topic 
under discussion.  If the motion passes, the topic is said to be tabled and the Committee 
immediately moves to the next topic on the agenda.  When debate on a topic has been tabled it 
may not be considered at the same session unless the Committee decides to resume debate on the 
topic.  A motion to resume debate on a previously tabled topic may be made at any time and if 
this motion passes the tabled topic will be put back to debate and the previously discussed topic 
will hence be tabled. 
 
GA-42 CLOSURE OF DEBATE 
Debatable: 2 for, 2 against 
Requires 2/3 majority to pass. 
A member may, after at least one resolution has been introduced, move for closure of debate for 
the topic under consideration.  Closure of debate will compel the Committee to cease debate and 
move to an immediate vote on all resolutions which are before the Committee, regardless of the 
status of the speakersÕ list.  
 
GA-43 RECONSIDERATION 
Debatable: 2 for, 2 against 
Requires 2/3 majority to pass. 
A motion to reconsider a substantive proposal is in order only when made by a delegate who 
voted with the prevailing side when the proposal was originally accepted or rejected. The motion 
may only be made when there is no other substantive proposal on the floor. 
 
Voting Procedure 
 
GA-44 MULTIPLE RESOLUTIONS 
More than one resolution per Committee topic may be passed at UMMUN, provided that any 
subsequent resolutions do not conflict with the previous resolutions passed on that topic.  
 
GA-45 VOTING RIGHTS 
Each member of the United Nations shall have one vote; double delegations will have one vote.  
Observer delegations may not vote on substantive matters, but may vote on procedural motions.  



Observer delegations may also be asked to leave the room during voting procedures, subject to 
the discretion of the Chair. 
 
GA-46 SUBSTANTIVE VOTING 
Members may vote in favor or against any substantive proposal, or abstain from voting.  In order 
to pass a proposal, a simple majority of members present at the time of voting and casting an 
affirmative or negative vote shall be required.  Members abstaining are considered not to have 
voted and are thus excluded from this total.  Only Nations who have indicated that they are 
Òpresent and votingÓ will be able to vote on substantive matters.  A roll-call vote may be 
requested on any substantive measure.  This request will be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 
 
GA-47 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
Debatable: 1 for, 1 against 
Requires 2/3 majority to pass. 
 The following issues are considered important questions: 
 Maintenance of international peace and security, 
 Admission of new members to the United Nations, 
 Suspension of the rights and privileges of membership, 
 Changes in membership or organization of bodies within the United Nations, 
 Expulsion of members, 
 Operation of the trusteeship system, 
 Budgetary questions. 

Any member may move that a resolution addresses an important question.  If the motion passes, 
any resolution which is so designated requires the concurrence of two-thirds of members present 
and voting when the resolution comes to the floor for voting, instead of a simple majority as 
stipulated under GA-45.  Any prevailing resolution that is considered an important question will 
be passed on to the Security Council for final approval. 
 
GA-48 COMPETENCE 
Debatable: 1 for, 1 against 
Any motion calling for a decision on the competence of the Committee to adopt a proposal 
submitted to it shall be voted upon before voting begins on the proposal in question.  A motion 
for competence questions whether it is within the CommitteeÕs scope to discuss a particular 
aspect of an issue within the topic of debate.  If this motion passes the issue in question is not 
deemed within the scope of the Committee and shall not be further discussed as enforced by the 
Chair.  The Secretary-General has pre-approved the competence of each Committee to discuss 
the general topics included in the Provisional Agenda as in GA-10. 
 
GA-49 VOTING PROCEDURE ON RESOLUTIONS 
A roll-call vote will be taken when considering each resolution unless deemed unnecessary by 
the Chair.  The roll-call shall be taken in English alphabetical order of the names of the 
members, beginning with a member state whose name is chosen at random by the Chair.  The 
name of each member state who indicated that they are Òpresent and votingÓ shall be called and 
the delegate representing that member nation (or one of the delegates) shall respond Yes/Yea, 
No/Nay, Abstain, or Pass.  After a pass, delegates must vote Yes or No; they forfeit their right to 
abstain and there are no second Passes. Delegates may request a Right of Explanation, GA-30, 
for their votes by responding Yes/Yea with Rights or No/Nay with Rights when voting if they 
meet the requirements.  
 
 



GA-50 CONDUCT DURING VOTING PROCEDURE 
After the Chair has announced the beginning of voting procedure, no member shall interrupt the 
voting except on a Point of Order in connection with the conduct of voting.  In addition, the 
doors will be barred preventing anyone from leaving or entering the room.  During the vote 
members should maintain decorum; no caucusing should take place and no notes should be 
passed. 
 
GA-51 VOTING ON AMENDMENTS 
Amendments shall be put to a vote when a vote is a demanded by a motion to close debate on the 
amendment, or if the speakers list for the amendment is empty. Amendments will be voted on 
immediately, without intervening motion. A motion to divide the question is not in order. After a 
vote is taken on the amendment, debate shall resume on the resolution under consideration, using 
the speakers list previously constructed. Amendments cannot be reconsidered. 
 
GA-52 DIVISION OF THE QUESTION 
Debatable: 2 for, 2 against 
A motion may be made in writing to the Dias and then introduced to the Committee to divide the 
operative clauses of a proposal to allow the Committee to vote upon them separately.  Only the 
operative clauses of a resolution can be divided, and the division must leave each piece as a 
charterable resolution.  In the event of several motions for division, the Chair shall order the 
motions such that the one which divides the resolution into the most parts shall be voted upon the 
first, followed by the less far-reaching motions for division.  If any motion for division is 
adopted, a substantive vote shall be taken on each of the divided parts. Those parts which are 
approved shall then be combined into a resolution and voted upon as a whole.  If all operative 
clauses of the resolution have been rejected, the resolution shall be considered to have failed as a 
whole. 
 
Security Council Addendum 
 
SC-1 SECURITY COUNCIL ADDENDUM SCOPE 
The Security Council Addendum shall only apply to the proceedings of the Security Council(s) 
at the UMMUN Conference. 
 
SC-2 SECURITY COUNCIL PRIORITY 
In accordance with Article 12 of the United Nations Charter, the General Assembly may discuss 
any matter concurrently discussed by the Security Council, but may not accept or reject any 
resolution relating to the matter until the Security Council has taken final action. 
 
SC-3 SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVAL 
Debatable: 1 for, 1 against 
The Security Council has the right to approve any resolution passed as an Important Question 
(GA-46) in any other body of the UMMUN Conference.  Once a resolution has passed as an 
Important Question in another committee it will be submitted to the Security Council for 
approval with a complete voting record for the resolution, any amendments added to the 
resolution and any divisions of the question from the Committee passing the resolution.  A 
Security Council member may motion to consider a resolution from another committee for 
approval at any time during committee debate.  If this motion passes, a motion to recess for ten 
minutes to allow delegates time to caucus with delegates from the committee that passed the 
Important Question will be in order. Immediately after, the Council will move into a fifteen 
minute informal debate on the resolution in consideration which will be directly followed by 
voting procedure on the resolution.  Informal debate on the resolution may end early if no 



Security Council members remain wishing to speak on the resolution.  A resolution approval will 
fall under the same conditions for passing as any Security Council resolution (see SC-4).  Once 
the Security Council has voted to approve or disprove a resolution their decision and voting 
record will be returned to the original Committee passing the resolution and debate in the 
Security Council will return to the previously discussed topic. A motion to reconsider is in order 
after a vote is taken to approve a resolution. 
 
SC-4 SPONSORSHIP 
Any resolution or unfriendly amendment requires one sponsor to be considered in the Security 
Council.  
 
SC-5 SECURITY COUNCIL VOTING 
Procedural matters within the Security Council shall be made with the affirmative vote of nine 
members.  Substantive matters within the Security Council shall be made with the affirmative 
vote of nine members and the non-negative vote of the five permanent members. 
 
SC-6 RECONSIDERATION 
Debatable: 2 for, 2 against 
A motion to reconsider a substantive proposal is in order only when made by a delegate who 
voted with the prevailing side when the proposal was originally accepted or rejected. The motion 
may only be made when there is no other substantive proposal on the floor. A motion to 
reconsider is a substantive proposal under the rules of the Security Council. 
 
SC-7 INVITATION OF NON-MEMBERS 
The Security Council may invite non-members to participate in its discussion in accordance with 
Articles 31 and 32 of the United Nations Charter if it is deemed necessary to further the debate.  
Invitations to Security Council discussions will be considered a procedural matter.  Members 
invited to participate may be addressed for speaking and for Points of Information and may make 
procedural motions, but may not participate in voting on either procedural or substantive 
measures. 
 



Parliamentary Procedure Short Form 
 

Rule Code Rule Precedence Debate Vote Comments 
GA-24 Point of Order  None Can interrupt speaker 
GA-25 Point of Personal 

Privilege 
 None Can interrupt speaker 

GA-30 Right of Reply  None Submitted in writing. 
GA-23 Point of 

Parliamentary 
Inquiry 

 None  

GA-15 Motion to Set 
Speaking Time 

 Simple Majority  

GA-12 Motion to Reset 
Agenda 

 Simple Majority  

GA-21 Motion to Adjourn  Simple Majority End of Conference. 
GA-7 Motion to Appeal the 

Decision of the Chair 
1 for, 
Chair 
against 

Super Majority Must meet the qualifications. 

GA-20 Motion to Recess  Simple Majority Say date/time/place to reconvene. 
GA-19 Motion to Caucus  Simple Majority  
GA-18 Motion to Change 

Debate Format 
1 for,  
1 against 

Simple Majority Change between Formal and 
Informal Debate formats. 

GA-9 Motion to Check 
Quorum 

 None Quorum assumed unless proved 
otherwise. 

GA-42 Motion to Close 
Debate 

2 for,  
2 against 

Super-majority Moves Committee into an 
immediate vote on all resolutions 
introduced on the current topic.  
May not be motioned until at least 
one resolution is introduced. 

GA-16 and 
GA-17 

Motion to Close or 
Reopen the Speakers’ 
List 

1 for,  
1 against 

Super-majority May only be motioned when there 
are speakers remaining on the 
SpeakersÕ List. 

GA-41 Motion to Table or 
Resume a Topic 

2 for,  
2 against 

Super-majority No vote is taken on any introduced 
resolutions when a topic is tabled. 

SC-3  
(SC only) 

Motion to Consider a 
Resolution for 
Approval 

1 for,  
1 against 

Simple Majority Only applicable to the Security 
Council.  Regular debate will 
resume after a brief Informal Debate 
session and approval vote. 

GA-52 Motion to Divide the 
Question 

2 for,  
2 against 

Simple Majority Must be submitted in writing. 

GA-46 Motion to Consider a 
Resolution an 
Important Question 

1 for,  
1 against 

Super-Majority Must meet qualifications and will be 
submitted to the Security Council 
for approval if passed. 

GA-47 Motion to Consider 
Committee 
Competence 

1 for,  
1 against 

Simple Majority Eliminates unnecessary debate on 
issues not included within the 
Committee scope. 

GA-38 Motion to Introduce a 
Resolution 

 None  

GA-40 Motion to Introduce 
an Amendment 

 None  

GA-43 Reconsideration 2 for, 2 
against 

Super-majority Must be moved by a delegate on the 
prevailing side of the vote on the 
resolution 

A simple majority is defined as half plus one. 
A super majority is defined as 2/3 of the committee. 


